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April 12, 2014

Victory Everlasting Gospel 

Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
The title of today’s sermon is: 

“GRACE”

Shall we pray …

When we take the acronym G.R.A.C.E. according to Deacon James, GRACE stands for God’s Redemption At Christ’s Expense. Today we want to look at this subject grace and get a better understanding of what it is.
Now we honor Hebrews 11:1 as our definition of FAITH, which reads, “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”  For an example of that, the New Jerusalem is what each of us hope for, because it is described and promised in Scripture, and we believe it even though we have never seen it. That is faith.

That is fine for Faith, but how do we define GRACE? My 1828 Noah Webster Dictionary has over 20 categorical definitions for GRACE. I believe the second one best describes grace as we know it to be used. The third through the ninth also give Spiritual applications. However the second definition says: appropriately, the free unmerited love and favor of God, the spring and source of all the benefits men receive from Him.

Strong’s Concordance says this: The Greek word is charis ansd as part of the definition says the divine influence upon the heart, and its reflection in the life.

In the New Testament, grace is set forth as a distinctively divine quality. I will now give you some scriptures of this divine quality and the many ways it is described.
The New Testament writers speak of the grace of God and notice each application. 
In Jude 4 we see where ungodly men abuse the grace of God for evil purposes. “For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.
The grace of Christ Gal. 1:6; “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel:” 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ  Gal. 6:18, “Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.”   Expressions like these constitute the opening and closing salutations in the letters of the apostles. 

The true grace of God  1 Peter 5:12 “By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I suppose, I have written briefly, exhorting, and testifying that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand.”  
The abundant grace  2 Cor. 4:15; “For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.  

The manifold grace of God  1 Peter 4:10; “As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”
The sufficient grace 2 Cor.12:9;  “And  he  said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”  

The exceeding grace of God comes into play, in 2 Cor. 9:14; “And by their prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding grace of God in you.”  

There is also the expression grace for grace in John 1:16; “And of his fullness have all we received, and grace for grace.”
There is a reference to Christ Jesus our Lord as being full of grace and truth. John 1:14, 17, “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” Verse 17, “For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.”
Grace is the free gift of God. Romans 5:15, 18. “But not as the offence, so also [is] the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, [which is] by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many.” Verse 18 “Therefore as by the offence of one [judgment came] upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one [the free gift came] upon all men unto justification of life.”  

The distinctive meaning attached to the term “grace” in the New Testament, and especially in the writing of Paul, is that of the abundant, saving love of God toward sinners as revealed in Jesus Christ. Obviously, since all men have sinned and are destitute of the glory of God such favor and loving kindness on God’s part are wholly undeserved and unmerited by sinful man. Romans 3:23 Says, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;”  

Man has depised God for his patience and forbearance. That, we read in Romans 2:4 “Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?”
God’s son was murdered by evil men, the Son who was sent to save them. Acts 7:52 says, “Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain them which showed before of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers:”  

Yet, God continued to regard man with love and kindness that the revelation of His goodness may lead to repentence. Read the last part of Romans 2: 4. “…not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?”
This is the grace of God in its peculiar New Testament sense. It is God’s unlimited, all inclusive, transforming love toward sinful men and women; and the good news of this grace, as revealed in Jesus Christ, is “the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16 says, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”  

It is not merely God”s mercy and willingness to forgive, but it is an active, energizing, transforming power to save. Thus it may fill a person; John 1:14, Says, “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.” 

Grace can be given, Romans 12 :3, 6, “For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think [of himself] more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.” 

Verse 6 “Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, [let us prophesy] according to the proportion of faith;”  

Grace is all-sufficient as we read this in 2 Cor. 12:9, “And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” Although Paul prayed a number of times for healing of his poor eyesight, he received the Lord’s answer as we just read.
Romans 5:20 also says, “Moreover the law entered, that the offence might abound. But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound:”  Romans 5:21 tells you how it reigns, “That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.”  

Again we see how it teaches in Titus 2 : 11, 12, “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,  Verse 12 SAYS,  Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;” 

Because people cannot save themselves, grace is the necessary basis that brings the experience of salvation to them. Then, revealing the progressive nature of salvation, believers are expected to “grow in grace” as part of their experience of sanctification. As such, grace becomes an important part of the doctrine of salvation.
The heart is established in Hebrew 13:9, ”Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines. For [it is] a good thing that the heart be established with grace; not with meats, which have not profited them that have been occupied therein.” 

In some instances “grace” seems almost to be equivalent to “gospel”” Col. 1:6 ”Which is come unto you, as [it is] in all the world; and bringeth forth fruit, as [it doth] also in you, since the day ye heard [of it], and knew the grace of God in truth:”   

And to the working of God generally Acts 11:23, “Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord.”
GW 70.1 “Divine grace is the great element of saving power; without it all human effort is unavailing.” {Gospel Workers pg. 70.1}
CT 249 “Christ gave His life to make it possible for man to be restored to the image of God. It is the power of His grace that draws men together in obedience to the truth.” Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Students, pg. 249.

The Greek noun Grace originally came from a verb that meant to make a gift, including the idea of forgiving a debt or wrong. It came to include the forgiveness of sin.

The phrase “by grace,” which has the place of emphasis in Ephes. 2:8, which reads “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God:;” expresses the means by which men are saved—not by weeping, not by their own willing, not through their own works or efforts, but by sovereign grace.

 
But what is grace? The word is used more than one hundred fifty times in the New Testament (almost a hundred times by Paul alone) and with a wide variety of meanings. But its basic meaning is that of “favor shown to the utterly undeserving.” The words by grace assert that God was under no obligation to save man, that salvation is a bounty from God, not a reward for merit.

 The “Grace of God” has been fittingly called the “love of God”; that is, not so much in a general sense as in a specific sense; not so much love merely as love, but love directionally. 

Grace is the love of God flowing—flowing not upward, not outward, but downward. It is that wonderful divine mercy and undeserved favor that flows from the great loving heart of God. And specifically, it is His love that flows downward from heaven to undeserving sinners here on earth. 

While deserving nothing but the wrath of God, we become, through this marvelous grace, the recipients of this love, this grace, which we do not in the least merit.

 
MH 161 “Grace is an attribute of God exercised toward undeserving human beings. We did not seek for it, but it was sent in search of us. God rejoices to bestow His grace upon us, not because we are worthy, but because we are so utterly unworthy. Our only claim to His mercy is our great need. Ministry of Healing, Pg. 161. 

The concept of grace in the Scriptures is not limited exclusively to the New Testament. It is true that Jesus Christ is the Revealer of grace, but it is also true that grace characterized God and His actions in the Old Testament. “John 1:17 reads, “For the law was given by Moses, [but] grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. Salvation never has or will exist apart from the grace of God.”
Now let us take a look at the relationship of grace and works. Salvation is not now, and never has been, by law or works; salvation is only by the grace of Christ. Moreover, there never was a time in the plan of God when salvation would be by human works or effort. 

The old objection against the doctrine of salvation by grace was that it does away with the necessity of good works, and lowers the sense of their importance (Romans 6), although it has been answered a thousand times, is still alleged by many. Nothing men can do, or have done, can in any way merit salvation. They say if men are not saved by works, then works are not necessary. If the most moral of men are saved in the same way as the very chief of sinners, then good works are of no value. And more than this, if the grace of God is most clearly displayed in the salvation of the vilest of men, then the worse men are the better. But brethren, this objection has no validity, none.

While works are not a means of salvation, good works are an inevitable result of salvation. However, these good works are possible only for the child of God whose life is evidence by the indwelling of the spirit of God. It is to such believers that John writes when he bids them keep the commandments of God in 1 John 3:22-24; 5: 2, 3. 

SC 69-60 “There are two errors against which the children of God--particularly those who have just come to trust in His grace--especially need to guard. The first, already dwelt upon, is that of looking to their own works, trusting to anything they can do, to bring themselves into harmony with God. He, who is trying to become holy by his own works in keeping the law, is attempting impossibility. All that man can do without Christ is polluted with selfishness and sin. It is the grace of Christ alone, through faith that can make us holy.  

 The opposite and no less dangerous error is that belief in Christ releases men from keeping the law of God; that since by faith alone we become partakers of the grace of Christ, our works have nothing to do with our redemption.  

But notice here that obedience is not a mere outward compliance, but the service of love. The law of God is an expression of His very nature; it is an embodiment of the great principle of love, and hence is the foundation of His government in heaven and earth. If our hearts are renewed in the likeness of God, if the divine love is implanted in the soul, will not the law of God be carried out in the life? When the principle of love is implanted in the heart, when man is renewed after the image of Him that created him, the new-covenant promise is fulfilled, "I will put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them." Hebrews 10:16. And if the law is written in the heart, will it not shape the life? Obedience--the service and allegiance of love--is the true sign of discipleship.” Steps to Christ 1892 pg. 59-60.

COL 391.2 “The Lord expects no less of the soul now than He expected of man in Paradise, perfect obedience, unblemished righteousness. The requirement under the covenant of grace is just as broad as the requirement made in Eden--harmony with God's law, which is holy, just, and good.”  {Christ’s Object lesson pg. 391.2}

What is commonly overlooked and little understood in this present day conflict between law and grace is that the issue is not between these two principles, as such, but between the abuses of the law, on the one hand and grace on the other.

To put the matter another way, it is only when the law is made a means of salvation or of restraint of sin that it comes into conflict with the principles of grace. In every other respect the two are complementary and not conflicting. But the law was never designed to save. In its essential principle it is not, and cannot ever be, opposed to grace, for the two operate in distinctly separate fields and for widely divergent purposes. Remember this church, the law is designed to reveal sin; grace is designed to save from sin. No conflict can possibly exist between these two. 

If Christ is Lord of our lives, then He has authority in our lives and His requests become commands to all who love Him. These are the commandments of grace. The difference between them and the commandments of law lies in the motive. Why does one obey the law? FOR FEAR! Why does one obey a command of grace? FOR LOVE!

In closing, remember, the law is designed to reveal sin. Works is only through your faith with continual justification and sanctification. Grace is designed to save from sin. 

Let us Pray

